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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To omit the necessity of draining of washing 
water and to reduce the generation environmental 
pollution by using a part of washing water used in a 
washing process as a diluting water of a developing 
replenisher. 

CONSTITUTION: In a processing method for developing, 
washing and desensitizing processing a photosensitive 
lithographic plate (PS) exposed at its image by using an 
automatic developing machine connected to a developing 
replenisher replenishing device, at least a part of the 
washing water used in the washing process is used as 
the diluting water of the developing replenisher. 
Preferably, water is newly replenished to the washing 
process circulating the washing water continuously after 
development in according with the processing quantity of 
the PS plate and at least a part of the washing water 
flowing out at the time of replenishment is used as the 
diluting water of the developing replenisher. 
Consequently, the washing water containing toxic 
substances does not flow out, the generation of 
environmental poiiuiton can be suppressed as low as 
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possible, the processing valume of drained water can be 
reduced, and the processing cost can be also reduced. 
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